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A study on the title of Amituo Sanyesanfo Sa Lou Fo
Tan Guodu Rendao Jing([v] 5 e = 8IS = {hEE #hiE
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Abstract

Amituo Sanyesanfo Sa Lou Fo Tan Guodu Rendao Jing ([ 5§
Fe =HE = hiEM hfg e A E4%) (T362), translated before the
middle of the 3rd century AD, is the oldest Pure Land scripture in
the existing Chinese Buddhist canons. For a long time, the
meaning of this title has been seldom discussed, and the biggest

difficulty in interpreting this title is in the transcription "Sa Lou
Fo Tan" (1% {5 fH).

Firstly, the Chu Sanzang Jiji (4 =3 ££), which was
published in about 515 AD, recorded "Sa Lou Tan"([E£{#1g). The
Wuliangshou Jing Lianyi Shuwen Zan(if & =45 # £ il &),
which was completed in 700 AD, recorded "Sa Lou Fo Tan"(fE %
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8558 ) . Therefore, two different situations should be considered

when interpreting the title.

Secondly, according to the other cases in the siitra and in
terms of the rules of the evolution of Indian phonetics and the
rules of Sanskrit-Chinese transcription,We analyzed the sanskrit
word corresponding to “Sa”, “Lou” and “(Fo) Tan” one by one.It
can be concluded that the Sanskrit form corresponding to "Sa Lou
(Fo) Tan" must be *th/sa...l/r/t/d/d...d/t....

Finally, based on the results, this article suggest that the
sanskrit corresponding to “Sa Lou Tan” is Skt. sarvalokadhatu (all
the worlds). In this case, Amituo Sanyesanfo Sa Lou Fo Tan
Guodu Rendao (P] 3 FE = HI = (hiE R (HIE 28 & \ %) means "the
perfectly enlighened Amitabha Buddha who saves human beings
in all the worlds", and the Sanskrit title could be presumed as

“Amitabha-samyaksambuddha-sarvalokadhatu-manusya-parimocaka”.

Keywords:
Amitabha-siitra, Sa Lou Fo Tan, Sanskrit-Chinese transcription,
all buddhas, all the worlds



