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Annotating upon the Organ of Ear of AvalokiteSvara’s

Perfect Enlightenment by Youxi Chuandéng

Ph.D. Candidate of the Department of Buddhist Studies of Fo Guang
University & the Abbot of the Yu-zhu-shan Yun-qi-si

Shih Tzu Hsiao

Abstract

In the assembly of Stirangama, the twenty-five great practitioners
called “Yuantong Dashi”, who had achieved perfect
enlightenments related their own gateways towards the perfect
enlightenments. Eventually, Bodhisattva Mafiju$ri uniquely chose
the practice upon the organ of ear of Avalokite§vara named “€rgén
yuantong” as the basic practice for the later sentient beings. In
according to the correlative works of annotating or interpreting of
the Sirangama Sitra, there were never lacking through the past
generations. The amount of annotating works of the Sirangama
Siitra was calculated as sixty-eight publications as of 1776. And
the number of Tiantai annotators’ works seems to be considerable
amongst them.

In addition to the extant three annotating works of the

Sirangama Siitra which were authored by Youxi Chuindéng,
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some of the other concerning works finished by Tiantai annotators
who were called “ancient masters”(gushi) in the writing of Youx1
Chuandeéng had been scattered and lost without any publication.
Still, some annotated works which were produced by the other
Buddhist sects were preserved. Though controversies happened
between “Shanjia” and “Shanwai” of Tiantai Sect then, yet Youx1
Chuandeng got rid of the fence to collect their works together.
Furthermore, some works discussed the practice upon the organ of
ear of Avalokite$vara to certain degrees including Jingjido
Rényue’s “Lengyanjing Xianwénji”, which was preserved in the
Tripitaka, and both the works of Giishan Zhiyuan and Yunjian
Fash1 which were merely collected in “Leéngydnjing Jizhu”
authored by Tongzhou Huaitan.

In the annotating works with regard to the organ of ear of
Avalokitesvara which were produced by the Tiantai masters and
Youxi Chuandéng, we can find that the works came from their
individual insight practices and they all performed the salvaging
spirit of the organ of ear of Avalokitesvara to rescue the sentient
beings of final kalpa. On this point, the contents of their
annotations ought to certainly be viewed as equivalence without
high and low, superior and inferior. Moreover, apart from his
annotating the Sirangama Sitra, Youxi Chuindéng also guided
his followers to practice the perfect enlightenment of the organ of
ear. His personal practicing and achieving the perfect

enlightenment showed that he can inherit the ancestors and
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instruct the descendants. It will be proceeded a series of meaning
research towards the practice upon the organ of ear of
Avalokite§vara in the works of the above-mentioned masters
respecting the Sirangama Sitra. And hoping to obtain an
appropriate reflection and inspiration through the annotations and

interpretations out of those masters and Youxi Chuéndéng.

Keywords: Yuantong Dashi, érgén yuantong, Sarangama Sitra,

gushi, Tiantai annotators



