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A place to drink and a well,

Those who give a residence:
155.” For them merit always increase,

Both by day and by night;

Those are the people going to heaven,

Eastablished in Dhamma, endowed with virtue.”

R

“Kesam diva ca ratto ca, sada pufiiam pavaddhati.
Dhammattha silasampanna, ke jana saggagamino™ti.
“Aramaropa vanaropa, ye jana setukaraka;

Papafica udapanafica, ye dadanti upassayam.
“Tesam diva ca ratto ca, sada pufifiam pavaddhati;

Dhammattha silasampanna, te jana saggagaminoti.
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The comparison of Agama and Nikaya
Kuo,chung-sheng

Abstract

For a long period of time, The teachings of the Buddha and his
disciples, and the Buddhist texts that was compiled after, has always
been transmitted by oral tradition. Later, even after it was written
down it still was transmitted both in writing and in oral. By oral
tradition, it is possible to make mistakes, like the examples of the
reciter's error that was said in *Abhidharmamahavibhasa-sastra. "
sutra and vinaya is established by the continuing compilations.",
The sutras and vinayas that we see in their present form is just like
archaeological sites, layer upon layers accumulating from different
times, very complex. For example, the garden offering made by
lady Ambapali, this event only happened once, (narrative on a
particular event) we have seen all different kinds of narratives, but
from the contents, these information indeed report the same event.
This article proposes this idea: Except for the narrative parts, when
one and the same teaching repeatedly appears in different situations,
does its terms and ways of interpreting, have to be the same?
Samyuktagama sutra no. 464 and others, admittedly praises
"master and disciples has the same word, same style, same meaning."

but Samyuktdagama also saw the expression such as “Same as

B (mzg) & (LF) s 291
detailed  above, differences were...", "Like said as above,
differences were..." These kind of sutras present the same teaching
but its terms doesn’t have to be the same; In Samyuktdgama sutra
no 1164 , different wording are said by disciples regarding the
"middle way", The Buddha gives them approval, this is by different
words and different angles to talk about the same topic. for example
in "fourteen avyakata" , you can see a diversity of differences in
text. Sariputra ( Sariputta) can use " different wordings, different
styles of explanations" in contrary to the questions, showing
possibilities of various explanations. The way Hoseholder Citta
explains the teaching witnesses the open minded attitude of "freely
explain" in Buddhism, but it all has to be based on "not contrary to
dharmadhatu”, the same is true for" Basing on Buddha's powers" said
in Dao Xing Buo Re Jing. A particular teaching can be presented
different ways in contrary to different people, also in line with this is
various versions of "simile of the moon" with diverse emphasis .
Verses in Buddhist texts have multi-features, Both in Verse on
Gifting and Verse on Cultivating, wording and contents vary under
kinds of situations ; verse that is attached after a prose, may possibly
be the restatement of the former, it's also possible for other meanings.
Considering these many complex reasons, other than the verbatim
comparison , in case the compared actually isn't one and the same
text of Agama and Nikdya, then how to give an appropriate

evaluation?



292 Ry ILIH/-0-0&L-r--LTop

Key word:

Oral tradition, reciter’s error, compilation of Buddhist canon, simile
of the pond, the Blessed One's disciple endowed with vision, simile of
the moon, Verse on Gifting, Verse on Cultivating Merits, narrative on
a particular event, stereotyping of narrating, avyakrta (avyakata) ,
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