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Do the Lotus Themselves Really Shine? :
Sanskrit Investigation on Sukhavativytha

Cyung-Yao Kuo®

Abstract

Chinese cultural circles, for a long time, have adopted
Kumarajiva translations of “Sukhavativytiha.” One well known
paragraph in the text to buddhists is, “These lotus are as huge as
chariot wheels; blue radiates from blue light, yellow comes from
yellow light, red originates from red light, white germinates from
white light, and all are very fragrant.” Even commentators note that
the radiation of lotus is combined with the pray to Buddha. But do
the lotus themselves really shine? With respect to this question, I
argue that the “radiation of the lotus” does not exist in reality. This
argument is based upon not only the view of Sanskrit Scripture, but
also the comparison with other Mahayana Buddhist Scripture. In this
regard, the phenomenon of “radiation”’ can be positioned firmly
under the religious meaning of Buddhism.

Keyword:

Lotus radiation, Sukhavativytha
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