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The Study Of The Ideological Background From
Theory of Nine Consciousnesses By Paramartha

—Review Katsumata-Shunkyo's point of view

Shih,Ru-ding

Abstract

Japanese scholar Katsumata-Shunkyo determined that the
theory of “Theory of Nine Consciousness” by Paramartha is
based on Vinirmita-pitaka-Ssastra according to the commentary of
Mahayana — samgraha — Sastra unearthed from Dunhuang, and
writings written by ancient’s. Katsumata-Shunkyo also poined out
“eight and nine consciousnesses etc., are like ripples in water” said
in Lankavatara-sutra can only be regarded as a general ideological
background. And it does not have a direct effect on Paramartha
legislating the theory of Nine Consciousnesses. Additionally, he also
believes that although the words amala-vijJana didn’t appear in
Mahayana-siitralamkara-sastra  but the phrase “Amala-vijiiana”
said in the text was actually added in for the convenience of
understanding the whole context.

My opinion: (1.) Ryozo-Iwata once said, Paramartha has

translated all different terms (such as: lokottara-jiiana, vi§uddha,
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and asraya-parivrtti etc.) as “Amala-vijiiana” in the texts he
translated. Here you can see that the establishment of the theory of
Nine Conciousnesses, doesn’t have to comply with a certain text,
and as long as it’s consistent with the shixiang, it can be called the
ninth Amala-vijiana . (2.) From the criticism of
Ta-Ch'éng-fa-yiian-i-lin-chang and Cheng-wei-shi-lun-shuji to
Lankavatara-siitra, it can be found that it’s addressing to the series
of Paramartha 's old school translation schools .Therefore saying
that Lankavatara-siitra can only be used as a general ideological
background, and not have direct effect to the theory of the Nine
Consciousnesses from Paramartha, may not be true. (3.) I agreed
what Katsumata-Shunkyo said that the " Amala-vijiana" in
Mahayana-siitralamkara-sastra is additionally added in the

context ,although this term didn't have the match word in Sanskrit.

Keywords : theory of nine consciousnesses, amala-vijiiana,
Vinirnita-pitaka-sastra, Paramartha,

Katsumata-Shunkyo



