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A Study of the Doctrine of Alaya-vijiiana Presented in
the Yogacara-bhumi
Ng, Yu-kwan

Abstract
This is a study of the Yogacara thought of the alaya-vijiiana

( storehouse of consciousness ) seen in the Yogacara-bhimi » an

important treatise in Mahayana Buddhism. The discussion can be
devided into two points : the argumentations for the existence of the
alaya-vijiiana and the detailed explication of the soul ( antara-bhava )
from one generation to the next. With regard to the first point, the
Treatise holds that the seeds or the basis of ourselves, our conducts
and our circnmstances needs a storehouse in neutral nature in order
to receive perfume (vasana) from the outside world, and that this
storehouse must be operative constantly. This storehouse is nothing
but the alaya-vijnana. Secondly, in the realm of life and death
('samsara ) » we have to establish the concept of sonl which passes
from one physical and dead bady to another living body so that
transmigration can sustain until salvation is attained. What plays this
role is the alaya-vijiiana.
Keywords
vijiana, the eight vijnanas, alaya-vijiiana, antara-bhava, samsara,

nirvana



