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A Dialogue between Ricoeur’s Hermeneutics and the
Dipamkara Jataka

Lee, Hsing Ling
Professor, Department of Chinese

National Taiwan Normal University

Abstract

Narrative is naturally built in human's lives, and construct our
living world. As an experience exchange style in Human culture,
narrative is the necessary method to realize self-understanding and
understand others.

By making a dialogue between Buddhist Sutras and Ricoeur’s
threefold Mimesis, this article aim to figure out a new hermeneutic
path of Buddhist studies. Readers dialogue with text in reading
activities, according to the "Fusion of horizons", readers could
construct a spiral cycle of ”threefold mimesis” from virtual world
to the real world. In the “threefold mimesis” hermeneutics of
"prefiguration", "configuration" and "refiguration", each part of
Dipamkara Jataka/ Buddhist Sutras/ readers’ narratives are
included to the others. The readers of Buddhist Sutras, who get
through by reading the narrative in text world, will be treated from

other people’s repetition (narrative).The action and concept cannot
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repeat, so each “repetition” means a solitude and unique difference.

Hence the narrative action, which is the basis of the
hermeneutics methodology, can be turned to the ontology.
Therefore, the reader’s hermeneutics action will be progressed
from individual to the interaction of individual interval. However,

it will lead us to the way to Buddhahood.

Key words: Dipamkara Jataka, Paul Ricoeur, Threefold Mimesis,

Narrative, temporality



