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The Controversies of Ekayana and Triyana
between Dokuitsu and Saicho

Kuo, Cyung-Yao
Assistant Professor, Department of Foreign Languages and

Literature, Nan-hua University.

Abstract

During the Early Hean period in Japan, between Saicho ( 575
767-822), who belonged to Tendai school, and Dokuitsu ( {&— 760
HF.2-8354.7), who belonged to Hoso school, a series of controversies
were unfolded, which are considered as the first debate in the history
of Buddhism in Japan.

The Controversies can be summarized in two major aspects. The
first aspect is related to the truth whether Sakyamuni’s doctrine was
Ekayana (—3J€ 'one vehicle') or Triyana (=3 'three vehicle')? In this
article, I focused on the issue of "non-buddha-nature beings" (ff[4:
1), which will be discussed through whether vegetation (F.K)
bears buddha-nature or not. The second aspect is related to the
teaching of Tiantai school. I emphasized the controversy of
Samatha- vipasyana (1%, 'meditation'). Specifically, Dokuitsu
criticised the statement of Yen Dun Zi Guang ([E]$# [F#) proposed
by Zi Yi (#{%H, 538-5974F ) ,who was the founder of Tiantai

school in China.
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In Taiwan, the study of Japanese Buddhism was rarely explored;
even Buddhist scholars know little about this controversy. But the
controversy is concerned with the development and change of
Buddhism from China to Japan. Thus, from a Chinese Buddhist's
viewpoint, I attempt to re-examine this controversy in order to further

reflect the sense of this issue today.

Key Words : Saicho, Tokuitsu,Tendai school, buddha-nature,

$amatha, vipas§yana



