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abstract
Buddhist disciples strive to escape suffering and achieve
enlightenment. However, they need the help of lay people in
various aspects of daily life. Second to “proper bondmen”( jingren
7 AN), monastery attendants is one of the most common type
recorded in the Vinayas, but received not much attention from
academics. This article intends to examine the records of monastery
attendants in the Chinese translations of Vinayas comprehensively.
Monastery attendants, like other Buddhist norms, are set up only
for the sake of convenience. They are responsible for keeping
money and treasures, receiving leftover food, checking food places,
distributing food, guarding gates, recording the details of monk’s
relics, pulling carts etc.. However, they are neither lay followers
nor private servants of individual monks and nuns. Instead,
monastery attendants are indepentent workers and paid according

to their workload. Although monastery attendants are ad hoc
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arrangement, some monks and nuns keep them as long lasting
private servants, thus sowing the seeds of the corruption of
Buddhist community. As a result, monastery attendants played both
positive and negative roles during the evolution of Indian
Buddhism. This article hopes to provide a deeper and broader
understanding of the arrangement and significance of monastery

attendants, as well as the relationship between monks and laity.

Keywords: monastery attendants, proper bondmen, Buddhist

Samgha, Chinese translation of Buddhist Vinayas, Pali Vinaya



