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Tracing the Editorial History of Fanwang Sitra in Taisho
Tripitaka Through Related Dunhuang Manuscripts

Zhi-wen Shi
PhD student, Fo Guang University

Abstract

A large number of texts related to Fanwang Sitra are
preserved among the Dunhuang manuscripts. In the past, these texts
were primarily used for the ordination and posadha rituals of the
bodhisattva precepts. Their editorial forms closely correspond to
the literatures compiled by Kumarajiva or his disciples, whereas
the two-fascicle Fanwang Sitra preserved in Taisho Tripitaka
represents a later editorial compilation.

The second fascicle of Fanwang Sitra was expanded from
Pusa Jiejing (Bodhisattva Pratimoksa), sometimes called as Jieben
(Precept Text). The “Preface” appended to the beginning of the
second fascicle is a composite of two posadha-related texts. The
“Preface” to the first fascicle was produced through imitation of
“Postscript to the Bodhisattva Pratimoksa” and Kumarajiva's
Recitation of the Ritual Manual for Receiving the Bodhisattva
Precepts.

As late as the Sui dynasty, single-fascicle Jieben or Jiejing

continued to circulate alongside the two-fascicle Fanwang Siitra.
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However, because Buddhists generally came to believe that
Kumarajiva had originally translated the two-fascicle Fanwang
Siitra, these earlier Jieben or Jiejing were regarded as later

extractions derived from the second fascicle of Fanwang Siitra.

Keywords: Fanwang Sitra, Bodhisattva Pratimoksa in Dunhuang
manuscripts, Fanwang Sitra-related Dunhuang manuscripts,

Jieben



