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The Influence of Text Printing and Binding in the
Sung on the Development of Ch’an

Hsu, Ming Chien
Doctor of Philosophy,

Department of Chinese Literature, National Central University

Abstract

The flourishing of Buddhism in the Sung is closely related
to text printing and binding. Due to the woodblock printing’s
maturity, Sutra including Ch’an books spread very well. At the
same time, the benefits of printing also put the official Sutra
translation organization into effect in early Sung. Although
government’s translations for the most part were Tantra books at
the time, it was contributive to the popularity of Buddhism
between government and populace. Particularly, literati
intervened the official Sutra translation. It made literati and
monks more closely, also made monks understanding that good
writings could be conducive to religions.

In Sung Dynasty while Ch’an was popular, Ch’an Buddhism
who don’t pay attention to words accept the benefits of text

printing and binding, and began to produce a lot of Gong-an and



R AT EES R 2 B 37

Quotations. Butterfly binding and folding binding was familiar at
the time. The reading experience was improved from early scroll
type, the upshot is that reading and retrieval became easier.
However, when Gong-an and Quotations were excessively
popular, those words and deeds of seniors became the imitation
model from the object of investigating Ch’an. Realization of
Ch’an not only existed in words, but also limited in words.
Therefore, the reactionary attitude toward Gong-an was expanded
in the Southern Sung.

Dahui-Zonggao's Kanhua Ch’an and Hungchi-Chienchue’s
Mochao Ch'an was the representative that opposed Gong-an
being excessively popular. Zonggao broke the woodblock of
Pi-yen Lu, and taught students to look for realization of Ch’an
away from words in Gong-an. Chienchue backed to the tradition
of sitting in meditation, and no longer paid attention to words.
This is not only the deep reflection which is toward the inflexible
attitude of studying Gong-an very hard, but also depicted the
change of the climate that was brought by the development of
text printing and binding.

Key words: Ch’an Buddhism in the Sung Dynasty, text printing
and binding, Gong-an and Quotations, Kanhua Ch’an, Mochao
Ch'an.



